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sacrifice it all rather than lose his few references

to Shakespeare.    " Gentle Shakespeare " is his ;

" He was not for an age but for all time " is his ;

so is the commentary on Basse's suggestion about

the burial near Chaucer, Spenser, and Beaumont.

As one of the editors remarks, " Of the specific

quality of Shakespeare's genius Jonson perhaps

understood less than many of his brother poets

and dramatists;   but the true magnitude of the

' Starre of Poets ' in the firmament of universal

literature he was the first clearly to proclaim."

He said that Shakespeare " wanted art" ;  but

that from  Jonson meant no more than that

Shakespeare, in his opinion, did  not  reinforce

his natural genius with a sufficiency of pains.

It is enough that, though autocratic to a degree

and very reluctant to admit a rival near the

throne, he praised Shakespeare in terms that he

never applied to another, and acknowledged him

the peer of the greatest that ever were.   And it

is to him that we owe what is as near a personal

glimpse of Shakespeare as we get anywhere.   He

was talking of the conversations at the Mermaid;

and he said that Shakespeare, on occasion, got

so voluble and vivacious that he had to be sat

upon, suppressed.    " Suffiaminandus erat " :   it

confirms the later rumour of verbal duels between

these two,  in  which Ben  was  the lumbering

Spanish galleon and Shakespeare the light English

ship.

Here we are, by an extraordinary irony, with
a multitude of facts about the lesser writer and
virtually nothing at all about the greater.   Little
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